Appendix B.

General Explanation and Census of Agriculture Report Form

DEVELOPMENT OF THE CENSUS
REPORT FORMS

Prior to release of the results from the 2007 Census
of Agriculture, NASS was preparing for the 2012
Census of Agriculture. The first team established
was the 2012 Census Content Team. This team was
tasked with content determination and report form
development. They reviewed the 2007 report form
content, solicited input from internal and external
customers, developed criteria for determining
acceptance and/or rejection of content for the 2012
Census of Agriculture report forms, tested the
effectiveness of the report forms for various modes
of data collection (mail, telephone, personal
interview, and electronic data reporting), and made
recommendations to NASS senior executives for
final determination.

Throughout development NASS sought advice and
input from the data user community. Integral
partners included the Advisory Committee on
Agriculture  Statistics, State departments of
agriculture and other State government officials,
Federal agency officials, land grant universities,
agricultural trade associations, media, and various
Community Based Organizations.

NASS conducted the 2010 Census of Agriculture
Content Test in early 2011. The test consisted of
three phases: cognitive pretesting, national mail-out,
and follow-up interviews. Results from the testing
produced one final report form type -- a 24-page
regionalized form with 7 versions (12-A101 thru 12-
A107). The regionalized report forms include crop
sections designed to facilitate reporting crops most
commonly grown within a report form region. Many
items in these sections are either prelisted in the
tables or listed below the tables. A sample copy of
the report form and instruction sheet is included in
this appendix.
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DATA CHANGES

Following are descriptions of the report form
changes and their effect on the publication tables.

Crop Data Changes
Added items include:

» Miscanthus harvested

+ Switchgrass harvested

» Camelina harvested

» Mint for tea leaves harvested

 Total square feet under protection and acres in the
open for nursery, greenhouse, floriculture, sod,
mushrooms, vegetable seeds, and propagative
materials.

« Cropland acres planted to a cover crop

Items listed separately on the 2012 report form that
were reported in conjunction with similar crop items
on the 2007 report form include:

« Hay and forage crops sales

* Fruit and nuts sales

» Berries sales

» Cut Christmas Tree value of sales

 Short rotation woody crops value of sales

« Maple syrup sales

Livestock and Poultry Data Changes
Deleted items include:

« Agquaculture pounds and number sold

» Bee colonies sold

« Layers and pullets combined sold

» Mink, including pelts

 Rabbits, including pelts
 Total horses sold

Added items include:
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Chukars inventory and number sold or moved
Guineas inventory and number sold or moved
Hungarian partridge inventory and number sold
or moved

Peacocks or peahens inventory and number sold
or moved

Rheas inventory and number sold or moved
Roosters inventory and number sold or moved
Type of poultry hatched

Largest number of bee colonies owned for all
purposes

Largest number of honey producing bee colonies
owned

Owned horses sold

Value of owned horses sold

Type of equine operation, including race track,
boarding, training, riding facility, breeding
service place, not a boarding facility but horses
kept for others’ personal use, or other

Economic, Energy, Land Use Practices,
Selected Practices, Organic, Operator
Characteristics, and Type of
Organization/Legal Status Data Changes

Deleted items include:

« Use of more than 500 gallons of water in any one
day for any purpose

 Barns built before 1960

+ Organic cropland harvested

« Sales for organic crops

 Acres used for organic production

Added items include:

« USDA NOP certified or exempt organic
commodities value of sales

» Number of unpaid workers

« Layers moved under production contracts and
amount received

* Replacement dairy heifers moved under

Items listed individually in the 2012 report form that
were reported in conjunction with similar livestock
or poultry items on the 2007 report form include:

production contracts and amount received
Renewable energy producing systems, including

Milk from cows, value of sales

Sheep and lambs value of sales

Angora goats and kids value of sales

Milk goats and kids value of sales

Meat goats and kids and other goats and kids
value of sales

Wool shorn value of sales

Mohair clipped value of sales

Milk from sheep and goats value of sales

Horses and ponies owned value of sales

Horses and ponies not owned value of sales

Horse breeding and stud fees, including semen
and other equine products

Mules, burros, and donkeys value of sales
Alpacas value of sales

Llamas value of sales

Bison value of sales

Deer in captivity value of sales

Elk in captivity value of sales

Live mink and their value of sales

Live rabbits and their value of sales

Honey value of sales

Bantams

Turkeys raised for meat production and turkey
brooders
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solar panels, wind turbines, methane digesters,
geoexchange systems, small hydro systems,
biodiesel, and ethanol

« Wind rights leased to others

» Acres drained by tile

 Acres artificially drained by ditches

» Acres under a conservation easement

« Cropland acres on which no-till practices were
used

» Cropland acres on which conservation tillage,
excluding no-till, practices were used

« Cropland acres on which conventional tillage
practices were used

» Cropland acres planted to cover crop (excluding
CRP)

« More than 50 percent ownership interest held by
operator and/or persons related by blood,
marriage, and/or adoption

« Limited Liability Corporation

» Type of internet service, including dial up, DSL,
Cable modem, fiber optic, mobile broadband plan
for computer or cell phone, satellite services,
Broadband over Power Lines (BPL), or other

» Acres transitioning into USDA National Organic
Program organic production
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DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS

The following definitions and explanations provide a
detailed description of specific terms and phrases
used in this publication. Items in the publication
tables which carry the note ‘“See text’’ also are
explained. Report form section number references
refer to the regional version. Many of the definitions
and explanations are the same as those used in earlier
censuses.

Acres and quantity harvested. Crops were reported
in whole acres, except for the following crops that
were reported in tenths of acres: tobacco, nursery
and greenhouse crops in the open, vegetables
including potatoes and sweet potatoes, fruit and nut
crops including land in orchards, and berries; and in
Hawaii, coffee. Totals for crops reported in tenths of
acres were rounded to whole acres at the aggregate
level during the tabulation process. Nursery and
greenhouse crops grown under glass or other
protection were reported in square feet and are
published in square feet.

If two or more crops were harvested from the same
land during the year (double cropping), the acres
were counted for each crop. Therefore, the total
acres of all crops harvested could exceed the acres of
cropland harvested. An exception to this procedure
was hay.

When more than one cutting of hay was taken from
the same acres, the acres were counted only once. If
there were multiple cuttings of one type of hay
production, e.g. two cuttings of alfalfa for dry hay,
acreage was reported once but the quantity harvested
includes all cuttings. Acreage cut and tons harvested
for both dry hay and haylage, silage, or greenchop
was reported for each crop. For interplanted crops or
“‘skip-row’’ crops, acres were reported according to
the portion of the field occupied, whether by a crop
or whether it was idle land. If a crop was interplanted
in an orchard or vineyard and harvested, then the
entire orchard or vineyard acreage was reported
under the appropriate fruit crop and the interplanted
estimated crop acreage was reported under the
appropriate crop.

If a crop was planted but not harvested, the acres
were not reported as harvested. These acres were
reported in the ‘‘land’’ section on the report form
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under the appropriate cropland items — cropland on
which all crops failed or were abandoned, cropland
in cultivated summer fallow, cropland idle or used
for cover crops or soil-improvement but not
harvested and not pastured or grazed, or other
pasture and grazing land that could have been used
for crops without additional improvements. This
does not include fruit and nut orchards, vineyards,
berries, acres in production for cut Christmas trees,
and acres in production for short rotation woody
crops that were not harvested. Acreage in these
commodities were included in cropland harvested
whether the crop was harvested or not. Abandoned
orchards were reported as cropland idle, not as
harvested cropland, and the individual abandoned
orchard crop acres were not reported.

Crops that were only hogged or grazed were reported
as “Other pasture and grazing land that could have
been used for crops without additional
improvements.” Crop residue left in fields after the
2012 harvest and later hogged or grazed was
reported as cropland harvested and not as other
pasture and grazing land that could have been used
for crops.

Quantity harvested was not obtained for crops such
as fruits and nuts, berries, vegetables and melons,
and nursery and greenhouse crops.

Age of operator. See Farms by age and primary
occupation of operator.

Agri-tourism and recreational services. See Total
income from farm-related sources, gross before taxes
and expenses.

Agricultural  products sold directly to
individuals for human consumption. See Value
of agricultural products sold directly to individuals
for human consumption.

All (multiple) operators. See Operator.

All haylage, grass silage, and greenchop (tons).
See Haylage, grass silage, and greenchop, all.

All other production expenses. See Total farm
production expenses.
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American Indian and Alaska Native farm
operators, total. Data are reported in Chapter 1,
tables 60 through 70, and Chapter 2, table 50. In
Chapter 1, table 60 data include farm characteristics
for principal operator reporting one race only, table
61 data include farm characteristics reported for a
maximum of three operators reporting American
Indian or Alaska Native alone or in combination
with other races, table 62 data are reported for
principal operator only, table 63 include data for a
maximum of three operators for those operators that
reported only one race.

In Chapter 2, table 50 data are reported for a
maximum of three operators reported in the operator
characteristics section. The individual operators were
added to the census mail list for most reservations.
Those reservations that did not include all the
individual operators on the census mail list were
identified and the data for the entire reservation,
including the data for the operators that would have
met the definition of a farm, were collected on one
report form. The count of reservations and the
number of operators that were reported on these
reservations are included in Appendix A, Table D.

Amount from State and local government
agricultural program payments. See Total income
from farm-related sources, gross before taxes and
expenses.

Amount from Conservation Reserve, Wetlands
Reserve, Farmable Wetlands, and Conservation
Reserve Enhancement Programs. See Land
enrolled in the Conservation Reserve Program
(CRP), Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP),
Farmable  Wetlands  Program  (FWP), or
Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program
(CREP).

Amount spent to repay CCC loans. This is a new
item for 2012. Farming operations that receive a
CCC loan can use cash to repay the loan, purchase
certificates for use in the repayment, or deliver the
pledged collateral as full payment at maturity. If a
farmer uses cash instead of certificates to repay the
loan, the farmer and the IRS receive an information
return showing the market gain realized. The farmer
can repay the loan to the CCC and then sell the
grain, feed the grain, or store it. These provisions
only apply until the maturity date of the loan. After
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the maturity date of the loan, the entire original loan
principal and all accrued interest must be repaid or,
as an alternative choice, the crop may be forfeited to
CCC.

Any poultry sold. The number of farms with any
poultry sold includes all farms with sales of poultry,
poultry hatched, or eggs.

Aquaculture. Aquaculture is defined as the farming
of fish, crustaceans, mollusks, and other aquaculture
products. The aquaculture production reported in the
census requires some form of intervention in the
rearing process and requires inputs such as seeding,
stocking, feeding, protection from predators, etc. It
also requires ownership of the stock being cultivated
and harvesting that is conducted in a controlled
environment by the operation. The value of sales
include all sizes and eggs by species and includes
aquaculture distributed for restoration, conservation,
or recreational purposes, such as State and Federal
hatcheries. Distributed fish with unknown values
were assigned a value based on sales of farm-raised
fish.

Aquaculture value. See Aquaculture.

Bantams. This is a new item for 2012. In 2007
bantams were reported as other poultry. See layers.

Bees. See Colonies of bees and Honey collected.

Berries. In 2012, the value of sales was collected; in
2007 it was combined with fruits and nuts.

Biodiesel. See Renewable
systems.

energy producing

Breeding livestock. See Total farm production
expenses.

By economic class. See Economic class of farms.

Camelina. This is a new item for 2012. In 2007 and
previous censuses, data were included in other field
crops. Other field crops data are comparable.

Cattle on feed. Cattle on feed is defined as cattle
and calves that were fed a ration of grain or other
concentrates that will be shipped directly from the
feedlot to the slaughter market and are expected to
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produce a carcass that will grade select or better.
This category excludes cattle that were pastured
only, background feeder cattle, and veal calves.

Cattle on feed sold. Data are for cattle on feed sold
that weighed 500 pounds or more and were shipped
directly from the feedlot to the slaughter market.
This category excludes cattle that were pastured
only, owned cattle that were shipped from feedlots
operated by others, background feeder cattle, and
veal calves.

Chemicals applied. For each type of chemical used,
the acres treated were reported only once even if the
acres were treated more than once. If multi-purpose
chemicals were used, the acres treated for each
purpose were reported. See Total farm production
expenses; Chemicals.

Cherries. Cherries were reported as either sweet
cherries or tart cherries. Combined crops or non-
specified cherry acres were not options for the
respondent. Total acres, bearing age acres, and
nonbearing age acres were reported for each crop.

Christmas trees, cut. Data are for acres of
Christmas trees in production, either cut or to be cut,
the number of these acres that were irrigated, and the
number of trees cut along with the value of sales of
the harvested trees.

Christmas trees, live. These data were reported as
nursery stock. They are generally sold as balled and
burlapped trees from the operation.

Chukars. (Chukkars) This is a new item for 2012.
In 2007, chukars were reported as other poultry.

Coffee. Data were collected only in Hawaii.

Colonies of bees. Colonies of bees were tabulated in
the county where the bees’ owner had the largest
value of all agricultural products raised or produced.
Colonies are often moved from farm-to-farm over a
wide geographic area. Package bees are not included
as separate colonies. Colonies of bees were collected
in their own section to clarify to respondents that
only “owned” colonies were to be reported versus
any colonies on the operation. Published colonies
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inventory is the total number of colonies owned on
December 31, 2012.

Commodities raised and delivered under
production contracts. A production contract is an
agreement between a producer or grower and a
contractor (integrator) setting terms, conditions, and
fees to be paid by the contractor to the operation for
the production of crops, livestock, or poultry. The
grower receives a payment or fee from the
contractor, generally after delivery, which is less
than the full market price of the commodity. A
production contract involves the shifting of some
risk and control from the grower to the contractor.
Marketing contracts, futures contracts, forward
contracts, or other contracts based strictly on price
are not considered  production  contracts.
Commodities sold to a co-op where some of the
input items were purchased from the same co-op at a
discount price were also excluded. Many operations
produce commodities only under production
contracts or only independently. Some operations
may produce a commodity under production contract
and also produce more of the same commodity that
they sell independently. The production contract data
are totals for the portion of agriculture production
raised and delivered under production contract.
Crops and livestock inventory, production, and value
of sales are the total of all production, both
independent and raised under production contract.

Custom fed cattle shipped directly for slaughter
under a production contract. Cattle under production
contract which were not shipped directly to slaughter
were reported in either replacement dairy heifers
under production contract or in the Other cattle,
sheep, livestock, or poultry under production
contract category.

Layers under production contract. The production
contract is based on eggs, but the layers are owned
by the contractor and are also under contract. The
layers are ‘produced’ at the pullet farm, which may
have a separate production contract. This is a new
item for 2012.

Replacement dairy heifers under production
contract. This is a new item for 2012. In 2007,
replacement dairy heifers were included in “Other
cattle, livestock, poultry, or aquaculture under
production contract.”
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Other cattle, sheep, livestock, or poultry under
production contract. The data for commodities
raised and delivered under a production contract
include cattle which were not shipped directly to
slaughter (backgrounding), sheep, livestock, and
poultry not listed separately. Layers and replacement
dairy heifers were included in 2007, but were
reported individually on the 2012 report form. Data
are not comparable to 2007.

Vegetables, melons, and potatoes under production
contract. This category is the number of farms that
produced and delivered vegetables, melons, and
potatoes grown under a production contract.

Other crops under production contract. Data are for
the total number of farms that have production
contracts for other crops. This category includes all
crops except grains, oilseeds, vegetables, melons,
and potatoes.

Commodity Credit Corporation loans. This
category includes nonrecourse marketing loans for
wheat, corn, sorghum, barley, oats, cotton, rice,
soybeans, Austrian winter peas, honey, dry edible
peas, lentils, small chickpeas, peanuts, sunflower
seed, flaxseed, canola and other rapeseed, safflower,
mustard seed, crambe, sesame seed, wool and
mohair.  These commodities differ from those
included in the 2007 census due to changes created
by the 2008 Farm Bill.

Crop and livestock insurance payments received.
See Total income from farm-related sources, gross
before taxes and expenses.

Crop units of measure. The regional report forms
allowed the operator to report the quantity of field
crops harvested in a unit of measure commonly used
in the region. When the operator reported in units
different than the unit of measure published, the
quantity harvested was converted to the published
unit of measure.

Crop year or season covered. Acres and quantity
harvested are for the calendar year 2012 except for
citrus crops and sugarcane for sugar; limes in region
three States; avocados in Florida and California;
olives in California and Arizona; and pineapples and
coffee in Hawaii.
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1. Avocados. The data for Florida relate to the
quantity in the April 2012 through March 2013
harvest season; for California and Arizona, the
November 2011 through November 2012 harvest
season.

2. Citrus crops. The data for region three relate to
the quantity harvested in the September 2011
through August 2012 harvest season, except
limes that were harvested in the April 2012
through March 2013 harvest season. The data for
California and Arizona relate to the 2011 through
2012 harvest season.

3. Olives. The data for California and Arizona
relate to the September 2011 through March
2012 harvest season.

4. Pineapples. The data for Hawaii relate to the
quantity harvested in the year ending May 31,
2012.

5. Sugarcane for sugar. The data for Florida,
Louisiana, and Texas relate to the cuttings from
September 2012 through April 2013.

Cropland, harvested. See Harvested cropland.

Cropland idle or used for cover crops or soil
improvement, but not harvested and not pastured
or grazed. Cropland idle includes any other acreage
which could have been used for crops without any
additional improvement and which was not reported
as cropland harvested, cropland on which all crops
failed, cropland in summer fallow, or other pasture
or grazing land that could have been used for crops
without additional improvements. This category
includes:

1. Land used for cover crops or soil improvement
but not harvested or grazed.

2. Land in Federal or State conservation programs
that was not hayed or grazed in 2012.

3. Land occupied with growing crops for harvest in
2013 or later years but not harvested or summer
fallowed in 2012 (except fruit or nuts in an
orchard, grove, or vineyard or berries being
maintained for production). Examples are
acreage planted in winter wheat, strawberries,
etc., for harvest in 2013 and no crop was
harvested from these acres in 2012.
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4. Land in “skipped” rows between rows of crops
or field strips.

Cropland, irrigated. See Irrigated land.
Cropland, other. See Other cropland.
Cropland, total. See Total cropland.

Cropland used only for pasture or grazing. See
Other pasture and grazing land that could have been
used for crops without additional improvements.

Crustaceans. These are invertebrate animals with
jointed legs and a hard shelled segmented body.
Examples include crawfish, lobster, prawns, shrimp,
and softshell crabs.

Custom fed cattle shipped directly for slaughter.
See Commodities raised and delivered under
production contract.

Customwork and custom hauling. See Total farm
production expenses.

Customwork and other agricultural services. See
Total income from farm-related sources, gross before
taxes and expenses.

Cuttings, seedlings, liners, and plugs. See Nursery,
greenhouse, floriculture, sod, mushrooms, vegetable
seeds, and propagative materials.

Cut Christmas trees. See Christmas trees, cut.

Depreciation expenses claimed. The calculation of
total farm production expenses does not include
depreciation because it is a capital expense.
Depreciation allows the expensing of capital
purchases over multiple years. It is not included in
the calculation of Net cash farm income of the
operation and operator.

Ducks, geese, and other miscellaneous poultry.
See Miscellaneous poultry.

Economic class of farms. Economic class data are
the classification of farms by the sum of market
value of agricultural products sold and federal farm
program payments. See Total market value of
agricultural products sold and government payments.
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Energy. See Renewable energy producing systems.
Ethanol. See Renewable energy producing systems.
Expenses. See Total farm production expenses.

Farm or ranch

characteristics.

operator. See Operator

Farms by age and primary occupation of
operator. Data on age and primary occupation were
obtained from up to three operators per farm. When
compared with 2007 results, the average age of
farmers increased slightly. Older operators may be
“retired” (with little if any sales) and still report
farming as their primary occupation since they often
have limited opportunity for off-farm jobs. See
Primary occupation of the operator.

Farms by combined government payments and
market value of agricultural products sold. This
category represents the value of products sold plus
government payments. Total value of products sold
combines total sales not under production contract
and total sales under production contract.
Government payments consist of government
payments received from the Conservation Reserve
Program (CRP), Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP),
Farmable  Wetlands  Program  (FWP), or
Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program
(CREP) plus government payments received from
Federal, State, and local programs other than the
CRP, WRP, FWP, and CREP, and Commodity
Credit Corporation loans. See Total market value of
agricultural products sold and government payments.
The Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE)
program allows producers to enroll a farm in the
program based upon an agreement to forgo counter-
cyclical payments, receive a 20 percent reduction in
their direct payments, and a reduction in their
marketing assistance loan (MAL) rates by 30 percent
for all commodities produced on the farm. The
ACRE program provides eligible producers with
state level revenue guarantees based on the 5-year
state average yield and the 2-year national average
price. The program is designed to provide revenue
support to farmers as an alternative to the price
support that farmers are use to receiving from
commaodity programs.

Farms by economic class. See Economic class of
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farms and Total market value of agricultural
products sold and government payments

Farms by legal status. All farms were classified by
legal status in the 2012 census. In 2007 this category
was referred to as Farms by type of organization.
This section collects information for federal tax
purposes to determine an operation’s legal status.
The classifications used were:

1. Family or individual (sole proprietorship),
excluding partnership and corporation.

2. Partnership, including family partnership —in
selected tables, partnership was further
subclassified into:

a. Registered under State law.
b. Not registered under State law.

3. Corporation, including family corporations - in
selected tables, partnership was further
subclassified into:

a. Family held or other than family held.
b. More than 10 stockholders.

4. Other, cooperative, estate or trust, institutional,
etc.

Farms by  North  American Industry
Classification System (NAICS). The NAICS
classifies economic activities. It was jointly
developed by Mexico, Canada, and the U.S. NAICS
makes it possible to produce comparable industrial
statistics for Mexico, Canada, and the U.S. For the
2012  census, all  agricultural  production
establishments (farms, ranches, nurseries,
greenhouses, etc.) were classified by type of activity
or activities using the NAICS code. The 2012
census is the fourth census to use NAICS. Censuses
prior to the 1997 census used the old Standard
Industrial Classification (SIC) system to classify
farms.

NAICS was developed to provide a consistent
framework for the collection, analysis, and
dissemination of industrial statistics used by
government policy analysts, academia and
researchers, the business community, and the public.
It is the first industry classification system developed
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in accordance with a single principle of aggregation
that production units using similar production
processes should be grouped together. Though
NAICS differs from other industry classification
systems, statistics compiled on NAICS are
comparable with statistics compiled according to the
latest revision of the United Nations’ International
Standard Industrial Classification, Revision Three,
(ISIC, Revision 3) for some sixty high level
groupings. Following are explanations of the major
classifications used in 2012.

Oilseed and grain farming (1111). Comprises
establishments primarily engaged in (1) growing
oilseed and/or grain crops and/or (2) producing
oilseed and grain seeds. These crops have an annual
life cycle and are typically grown in open fields.
This category includes corn silage and grain silage.

Vegetable and melon farming (11121). Comprises
establishments primarily engaged in one or more of
the following: (1) growing vegetables and/or melon
crops, (2) producing vegetable and melon seeds, and
(3) growing vegetable and/or melon bedding plants.

Fruit and tree nut farming (1113). Comprises
establishments primarily engaged in growing fruit
and/or tree nut crops. These crops are generally not
grown from seeds and have a perennial life cycle.

Greenhouse, nursery, and floriculture production
(1114). Comprises establishments primarily engaged
in growing crops of any kind under cover and/or
growing nursery stock and flowers. ‘‘Under cover’’
is generally defined as greenhouses, cold frames,
cloth houses, and lath houses. Crops grown are
removed at various stages of maturity and have
annual and perennial life cycles. The category
includes short rotation woody crops and Christmas
trees that have a growing and harvesting cycle of 10
years or less.

Other crop  farming  (1119).  Comprises
establishments primarily engaged in (1) growing
crops such as tobacco, cotton, sugarcane, hay,
sugarbeets, peanuts, agave, herbs and spices, and hay
and grass seeds, or (2) growing a combination of the
valid crops with no one crop or family of crops
accounting for one-half of the establishment’s
agricultural production (value of crops for market).
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Crops not included in this category are oilseeds,
grains, vegetables and melons, fruits, tree nuts,
greenhouse, nursery and floriculture products.

All other crop farming (11199). Comprises
establishments primarily engaged in (1) growing
crops (except oilseeds and/or grains; vegetables
and/or melons; fruits and/or tree nuts; greenhouse,
nursery, and/or floriculture products; tobacco;
cotton; sugarcane; or hay) or (2) growing a
combination of crops (except a combination of
oilseed(s) and grain(s)); and a combination of fruit(s)
and tree nut(s) with no one crop or family of crops
accounting for one-half of the establishment’s
agricultural production.

Beef cattle ranching and farming (112111).
Comprises establishments primarily engaged in
raising cattle (including cattle for dairy herd
replacements). Pastureland-only farms, those with
only 100 or more acres of pastureland, were
classified as “All other animal production farming
(11299).”

Cattle feedlots (112112). Comprises establishments
primarily engaged in feeding cattle for fattening.

Dairy cattle and milk production (112120). This
industry comprises establishments primarily engaged
in milking dairy cattle.

Poultry and egg production (1123). This industry
group comprises establishments primarily engaged in
breeding, hatching, and raising poultry for meat or
egg production.

Sheep and goat farming (1124). This industry group
comprises establish-

ments primarily engaged in raising sheep, lambs, and
goats, or feeding lambs for fattening.

Animal aquaculture (1125). Comprises
establishments primarily engaged in the farm raising
of finfish, shellfish, or any other kind of animal
aquaculture. These establishments use some form of
intervention in the rearing process to enhance
production, such as holding in captivity, regular
stocking, feeding, and protecting from predators.

Other animal production (1129). Comprises
establishments primarily engaged in raising animals
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and insects (except cattle, hogs and pigs, poultry,
sheep and goats, and aquaculture) for sale or product
production. These establishments are primarily
engaged in one of the following: bees, horses and
other equine, rabbits and other fur-bearing animals,
etc, and producing products such as honey and other
bee products. Establishments primarily engaged in
raising a combination of animals with no one animal
or family of animals accounting for one-half of the
establishment’s agricultural production are included
in this industry group. Farms with only 100 acres or
more of pastureland were classified as “All other
animal production farming (11299)”.

Farms by number of households sharing in net
income of farm. Data were reported by the principal
operator only. Households that received funds
because they were only landlords, custom equipment
operators, or provided other production services
were not included. Published data can exceed the
number of operators listed under Operators, all.

Farms by size. All farms were classified into size
groups according to the total land area in the farm.
The land area of a farm is an operating unit concept
and includes land owned and operated as well as
land rented from others. Land rented to or assigned
to a tenant was considered part of the tenant’s farm
and not part of the owner’s.

Farms by tenure of operator. All farms were
classified by tenure of operators. The classifications
used were:

 Full owners operated only land they owned.

 Part owners operated land they owned and also
land they rented from others.

 Tenants operated only land they rented from
others or worked on shares for others.

Farms with hired managers are classified according
to the land ownership characteristics reported. For
example, a corporation owns all the land used on the
farm and hires a manager to run the farm. The hired
manager is considered the farm operator, and the
farm is classified with a tenure type of “full owner”
even though the hired manager owns none of the
land he/she operates.
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Farms by type of organization. This is a new item
for 2012. The data categorizes an operation’s
ownership and legal farming status.

Operation with 50 percent or more ownership
interest held by operator and/or persons related by
blood, marriage, or adoption. The data are used to
measure the principal operator ownership interest in
the organization.

Limited Liability Corporation. This type of farm
structure combines the pass-through taxation of a
partnership or sole proprietorship with the limited
liability of a corporation.

Farms by value of sales. See Market value of
agricultural products sold.

Farms or farms reporting. The terms ‘‘farms’’ and
“farms reporting’’ in the presentation of data are
equivalent. Both represent the number of farms
reporting the item. For example, if there are 3,710
farms in a State and 842 of them had 28,594 cattle
and calves, the data for those farms reporting cattle
and calves would appear as:
Cattle and calves farms . . .

number. . .

.. 842
28,594

Farms with sales and government payments of
less than $1,000. This category includes farms with
combined sales and government payments of less
than $1,000 but having the potential for sales of
$1,000 or more. It provides information on all items
for farms that normally would be expected to sell
agricultural products of $1,000.

Farms with sales of less than $1,000. This category
includes farms with sales of less than $1,000 but
having the potential for sales of $1,000 or more.
Some of these farms had no sales in the census year.
It provides information on all report form items for
farms that normally would be expected to sell
agricultural products of $1,000 or more.

Fertilizer. See Total farm production expenses;
Fertilizer, lime, and soil conditioners.

Field and grass seed crops, all. Data are for all the
field and grass seed crops not published as field
crops and include field seed crops which did not
have a specific code on the 2012 report form.
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Foliage plants, indoor (including hanging
baskets). For 2012, (including hanging baskets) was
added to the description for clarity. Data are
comparable.

Forage - land used for all hay and all haylage,
grass silage, and greenchop. Data shown represent
the area harvested with each acre counted only once
if dry hay, haylage, grass silage, or greenchop were
cut from the same acreage or if there were multiple
cuttings of dry hay, haylage, grass silage, or
greenchop. Data exclude corn silage and sorghum
silage. Quantity produced is the sum of the quantity
harvested of all hay including alfalfa, other tame,
small grain, and wild hay and all haylage, grass
silage and greenchop after converting the all
haylage, grass silage, and greenchop quantity
harvested to a dry equivalent basis (13-percent
moisture). The green tons of all haylage, grass silage,
and greenchop harvested were multiplied by a factor
of 0.4943 to convert to a dry equivalent. This
conversion factor is based on the assumption that
one ton of dry hay is 0.87 ton of dry matter, one ton
of haylage or grass silage is 0.45 ton dry matter, and
one ton of greenchop is 0.25 ton dry matter. The all
haylage, grass silage, and greenchop quantity
harvested is assumed to be comprised of 90-percent
haylage and grass silage and 10-percent greenchop.
Therefore, the conversion factor used to adjust all
haylage, grass silage, and greenchop quantity
harvested to a dry equivalent basis =
[(0.45*0.9)+(0.25*0.1)]/0.87 = 0.4943.

Fruits and nuts tree. Total acres, bearing age acres,
and nonbearing age acres were collected. In 2012,
the value of sales was collected; in 2007, it was
combined with berries.

Geoexchange system. See Renewable energy
producing systems

Government payments. This category consists of
direct payments as defined by the 2008 Farm Bill;
payments from Conservation Reserve Program
(CRP), Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP), Farmable
Wetlands Program (FWP), and Conservation
Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP); loan
deficiency payments; disaster payments; other
conservation programs; and all other federal farm
programs under which payments were made directly
to farm operators. Commodity Credit Corporation
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(CCC) proceeds, amount from State and local
government agricultural program payments, and
federal crop insurance payments were not tabulated
in this category. The Average Crop Revenue
Election (ACRE) Program is a program administered
by USDA's Farm Service Agency (FSA). Producers
can sign up for this optional, revenue-based counter-
cyclical program, which is an alternative to receiving
counter-cyclical payments (CCPs).

Grain and bean combines. Data were collected for
self-propelled combines only.

Grain storage capacity. Data include the capacity
of all storage structures on the operation and
normally used to store whole grains, oilseeds, and
pulse crops. These structures can be bins, silos,
buildings, trailers, etc. The capacity or usage of any
off-farm public or commercial storage facilities was
excluded. For 2012, pulse crops text was added to
the Grain Storage screener question for clarity. Pulse
crops include dry beans, dry peas, lentils, lupines,
and other minor pulse crops. Data are comparable.

Grains, oilseeds, dry beans, and dry peas sales.
Data are for the total market value of cash grains
sold, including corn for grain, seed, or silage; wheat
for grain; soybeans for beans; sorghum for grain,
seed, or silage; barley for grain; rice; oats for grain;
and other grains. Also included is the total market
value of cash oilseeds sold, including sunflower seed
(oil and non-oil), flaxseed, canola, rapeseed,
safflower seed, mustard seed, dry beans, and dry
peas.

Greenhouse fruits and berries. Data include
strawberries, raspberries, etc. grown in greenhouses
and high tunnels where the crops were always
covered. See Nursery, greenhouse, floriculture, sod,
mushrooms, vegetable seeds, and propagative
materials.

Gross cash rent or share payments. See Total
income from farm-related sources, gross before taxes
and expenses.

Guineas. This is a new item for 2012. In 2007,
guineas were reported as other poultry.

Harvested cropland. This category includes land
from which crops were harvested and hay was cut,

2012 Census of Agriculture
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land used to grow short-rotation woody crops,
Christmas trees, and land in orchards, groves,
vineyards, berries, nurseries, and greenhouses. Land
from which two or more crops were harvested was
counted only once. Land in tapped maple trees was
included in woodland not pastured. The 2012 census
definition for harvested cropland is the same as the
2007 definition.

Hay, all hay including alfalfa, other tame, small
grain, and wild. Data shown represent the acreage
and quantity harvested of all types of dry hay. The
quantity harvested was reported in dry tons (dry
weight at the time the hay was removed from the
field for storage or feeding). If two or more cuttings
of dry hay were made from the same field, the
acreage was reported only once as acres harvested of
the appropriate dry hay category, but the production
from all dry hay cuttings was combined in the
corresponding quantity harvested. Straw acreage
and production is excluded.

If dry hay was cut from the same land that haylage,
grass silage, or greenchop was cut, the acreage and
production for the dry hay was reported in the
appropriate category of dry hay and the acreage and
production for haylage, grass silage, or greenchop
was reported in the appropriate haylage, grass silage,
or greenchop category. For example, if 20 acres of
alfalfa were cut for hay and then the same land was
used to produce alfalfa haylage, 20 acres and the
quantity harvested of hay were reported as Alfalfa
and alfalfa mixtures for dry hay and 20 acres and the
quantity harvested of alfalfa haylage were reported
as Haylage or greenchop from alfalfa or alfalfa
mixtures.

Hay, other tame dry hay. Data shown represent
acreage and dry tons of hay harvested from clover,
fescue, lespedeza, timothy, Bermuda grass,
Sudangrass, sorghum hay, and other types of
legumes (excluding alfalfa) and tame grasses
(excluding small grains).

Hay, wild dry. Data shown represent acreage and
dry tons of hay harvested that was predominately
wild or native grasses, even if it had some fill-in
seeding of other grasses.

Haylage, grass silage, and greenchop, all. Data
shown represent the acreage and quantity harvested
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of all types (alfalfa and all other). The quantity
harvested was reported in green tons. If two or more
cuttings of haylage, grass silage, or greenchop were
made from the same field, the acreage was reported
as acres harvested in the appropriate haylage
category only once, and the tonnage from all cuttings
was combined in the corresponding quantity
harvested. Straw acreage and production is excluded.

Hired farm labor. Data are for total hired farm
workers, including paid family members, by number
of days worked. Data exclude contract laborers.

Hogs and pigs by type of operation. Hog and pig
farms were classified by primary type of operation.
Operation types were farrow to wean, farrow to
feeder, farrow to finish, nursery, finish only, and
other.  Each description was accepted and the
reported inventory and sales data were assigned to
each reported type.

Hogs and pigs by type of producer. Hog and pig
farms were classified by one type of producer.
Producer types were independent grower, contractor
or integrator, and contract grower (contractee). Each
description was accepted and the reported inventory
and sales data were assigned to each reported type.

Honey collected. Data are for pounds of honey
collected but not necessarily sold. See Colonies of
bees.

Horses and ponies, owned. See “Owned horses and
ponies.”

Hungarian partridge. This is a new item for 2012.
In 2007, Hungarian partridge were reported as other
poultry.

Income. Net cash farm income is published for the
operation and operator. The difference between net
cash income and net cash returns is that net cash
returns does not include government payments and
other farm-related income as income. See Net cash
farm income of the operations and Net cash farm
income of the operators.

Income from farm-related sources. See Total

income from farm-related sources, gross before taxes
and expenses.
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Institutional,  research, experimental, and
American Indian Reservation farms. Data for
these farms are combined into a single category.
Research farms include farms operated by private
companies as well as those operated by universities,
colleges, and government organizations for the
purpose of expanding agricultural knowledge.

Irrigated land. This category includes all land
watered by any artificial or controlled means, such as
sprinklers, flooding, furrows or ditches, sub-
irrigation, and spreader dikes. Included are
supplemental, partial, and preplant irrigation. Each
acre was counted only once regardless of the number
of times it was irrigated or harvested. If an operation
reported less than one acre irrigated, the irrigated
land for the operation was rounded to one acre.
Livestock lagoon waste